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and fowles hereafter rehearsed must be painted, that
there wordes maye agree with the pictures."

" Sem. Sier, here are lions, libardes, in,
" Horses, mares, oxen and swyne,
4C Neates, calves, sheepe and kyne,

'4 Here sitten thou niaye see," &c.

After all the beasts and fowls have been described,
Noah thus addresses his wife :

" Noe. Wife, come in, whystandes thou there?
" Thou art ever froward, that dare I swere,
" Come in on Codes halfe; tyme it were,
" For fear lest that wee drowne."

" Wife. Yea, sir, set up yoursaile,
" And rovve forth with evil haile,
" For withouten anie saile

" I will not oute of this toune ;
" But I have my gossepes everich one;
" One foote further I will not gone:
" They shal not drown by St. John,

" And I may save ther life.
" They loved me full well by Christ:
" But thou will let them in thie chist,
" Ellis rowe forth, Noe, when thou list,

" And get thee a newe wife.*'

Atlength Shem and his brethrenputher on board by
force, and on Noah's welcoming her, " Welcome, wife^
into this boate," she gives him a box on the ear:
adding, " Take thou that for thy note2."

Many licentious pleasantries, as Mr. Warton has
observed, were sometimes introduced in these religious
representations. " This might imperceptibly lead the
way to subjects entirely profane, and to comedy; and
perhaps earlier than is imagined. In a Mystery of
The Massacre of the Holy Innocents3, part of the

* It is obvious, that the transcriber of these ancient Mysteries,
which appear to hare been written in 1328, represents them as
they were exhibited at Chester in 1600, and that he has not ad-
hered to the original orthography.

3 MSS. Digby 13*, Bibl. Bodl.
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